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Lesson XXXVIII,

AGAINST CRUELTY TO ANIMALS.

*

1. EVERY man, possessing the faculties of a rational
being, feels, and will avow, that if he were to be put
to unnecessary and unmerited pain by another man, his
tormentor would be guilty of an act of injustice towards
him. Therefore the rational and just man will not
put another man to unnecessary and unmerited pain,
nor will he take advantage of his own superiority of
strength or of the accidents of fortune, to abuse them
and to oppress his inferior, because he knows that in
point of feeling, all flesh is equal, and that the difference
of strength and station is as much the gift of God, as
the difference of understanding, colour, or stature.

2.  Superiority of rank or station may give ability
to communicate happiness (and  seems so intended),
but it can give no right to inflict unnecessary pain.
A wise man would be unworthy the blessing of a good
understanding, if he were thence to infer that he had
a right to despise a fool, or put him to any degree of
pain.    The folly of the fool ought rather to excite his
compassion, and demands, in reason and justice, the
wise man's care and attention to one that cannot take
care of himself.

3.  It has pleased the Creator of the universe to cover
some men with white skins and others with dark skins ;
but, as there is neither merit nor demerit in complexion,